High School Summer Reading List

Lexile 900’s


Top of Form

	The bean trees : a novel - Kingsolver, Barbara. 
Taylor, a poor Kentuckian, makes her way west with an abandoned baby girl and stops in Tucson. There she finds friends and discovers resources in apparently empty places.

	Beauty : a retelling of the story of Beauty & the beast - McKinley, Robin. 
Kind Beauty grows to love the Beast at whose castle she is compelled to stay and through her love releases him from the spell which had turned him from a handsome prince into a beast.

	Beware, Princess Elizabeth - Meyer, Carolyn, 
After the death of her father, King Henry VIII, in 1547, thirteen-year-old Elizabeth must endure the political intrigues and dangers of the reigns of her half-brother Edward and her half-sister Mary before finally becoming Queen of England eleven years later.

	Black like me - Griffin, John Howard, 
The author, a white man, recounts his experiences when he darkened his skin and traveled through the South as an African-American man.

	The book of the lion - Cadnum, Michael. 
In twelfth-century England, after his master, a maker of coins for the king, is brutally punished for alleged cheating, seventeen-year-old Edmund finds himself traveling to the Holy Land as squire to a knight crusader on his way to join the forces of Richard Lionheart.

	Boy kills man - Whyman, Matt. 
Two thirteen-year-old boys, blood brothers and best friends, get drawn into a dangerous, violent world on the streets of a troubled Columbian city.

	The car - Paulsen, Gary. 
A teenager left on his own travels west in a kit car he built himself, and along the way picks up two Vietnam veterans, who take him on an eye-opening journey.

	Cold Sassy tree - Burns, Olive Ann. 
Grandpa Blakeslee marries a young milliner just three weeks after Granny Blakeslee has gone to her reward. Young Will is boggled by this act but becomes the newlyweds' conspirator and confidant; meanwhile he does some growing up on his own.

	Dragon's bait - Vande Velde, Vivian. 
Wrongly condemned of witchcraft, fifteen-year-old Alys is tempted to take revenge on her accusers when the dragon to which she has been sacrificed turns out to be an ally.

	Dreamland:  A Novel - Dessen, Sarah
After her older sister runs away, sixteen-year-old Caitlin decides that she needs to make a major change in her own life and begins an abusive relationship with a boy who is mysterious, brilliant, and dangerous.

	Flags of our fathers - Bradley, James, 
Presents an account of the Marines who came together during the battle of Iwo Jima to raise the American flag in a moment that has been immortalized in one of the most famous photographs of World War II.

	Honey, Baby, Sweetheart - Caletti, Deb. 
In the summer of her junior year, sixteen-year-old Ruby McQueen and her mother, both nursing broken hearts, set out on a journey to reunite an elderly woman with her long-lost love and in the process learn many things about "the real ties that bind" people to one another.

	I had seen castles - Rylant, Cynthia. 
Now an old man, John is haunted by memories of enlisting to fight in World War II, a decision which forced him to face the horrors of war and changed his life forever.

	Ironman - Crutcher, Chris. 
While training for a triathlon, seventeen-year-old Bo attends an anger management group at school which leads him to examine his relationship with his father.

	The Joy Luck Club - Tan, Amy. 
In 1949 four Chinese women began meeting in San Francisco to play mah jong. They called their gathering the Joy Luck Club. Forty years later they look back and remember.

	Life on the color line : the true story of a white boy who discovered he was black - Williams, Gregory Howard
The autobiography of a fair-skinned man who learned, as a child in the 1950s, that he was actually the son of an African-American man.

	Looking for Alaska - Green, John. 
Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a fatal car crash.

	Notes from the midnight driver - Sonnenblick, Jordan. 
After being assigned to perform community service at a nursing home, sixteen-year-old Alex befriends a cantankerous old man who has some lessons to impart about jazz guitar playing, love, and forgiveness.

	Of nightingales that weep - Paterson, Katherine. 
The vain young daughter of a samurai finds her comfortable life ripped apart when opposing warrior clans begin a struggle for imperial control of Japan.

	The perfect shot - Alphin, Elaine Marie. 
Brian uses basketball to block out memories of his girlfriend and her family who were murdered; however, the upcoming trial and a high school history assignment forces him to face the past.

	The pigman:  A Novel - Zindel, Paul. 
Two high school sophomores from unhappy homes form a close friendship with a lonely old man who has a terrible secret.

	Song of the buffalo boy - Garland, Sherry. 
Shunned and mistreated because of her mixed heritage, and determined to avoid an arranged marriage, seventeen-year-old Loi runs away to Ho Chi Minh City with the hope that she and the boy she loves will be able to go to the United States to find her American father.

	Stranger in a strange land - Heinlein, Robert A. (Robert Anson), 
After his arrival on Earth from his home on Mars, Valentine Michael Smith becomes the founder and pastor of a new religious sect.

	Tenderness: A Novel - Cormier, Robert. 
A psychological thriller told from the points of view of a teenage serial killer and the runaway girl who falls in love with him.

	What my mother doesn't know - Sones, Sonya. 
Sophie describes her relationships with a series of boys as she searches for Mr. Right.

	You don't know me : novel - Klass, David. 
Fourteen-year-old John creates alternative realities in his mind as he tries to deal with his mother's abusive boyfriend, his crush on a beautiful, but shallow classmate and other problems at school.


