High School Summer Reading List

Lexile 1000+


	2001 : a space odyssey - Clarke, Arthur Charles

The spacecraft Discovery journeys to the outer edge of the solar system, and two navigators become uneasy when Hal, the craft's talking computer system, demonstrates unusual behavior.

	Angela's ashes : a memoir - McCourt, Frank

The author chronicles his impoverished childhood in Limerick, Ireland, in the 1930s and 1940s, describing his father's alcoholism and talent for storytelling; the challenges and tragedies his mother faced, including the loss of three children; and his early experiences in the Catholic church, and balances painful memories with humor.

	The beet fields : memories of a sixteenth summer - Paulsen, Gary. 
In the summer of 1955, a sixteen-year-old boy runs from his troubled home and learns about people, friendship, love, and lust while working as a migrant farmer and a carny.

	Black horses for the king - McCaffrey, Anne 
Galwyn, son of a Roman Celt, escapes from his tyrannical uncle and joins Lord Artos, later known as King Arthur, using his talent with languages and way with horses to help secure and care for the Libyan horses that Artos hopes to use in battle against the Saxons.

	Bury my heart at Wounded Knee : an Indian history of the American West - Brown, Dee Alexander 
Documented account of the systematic plunder of the American Indians during the second half of the nineteenth century.

	The color of water : a black man's tribute to his white mother - McBride, James 
An African-American male tells of his mother, a white woman, who refused to admit her true identity.

	A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's court - Twain, Mark 
Nineteenth-century mechanic Hank Morgan suffers a blow to the head and wakes up in King Arthur's Court where he tries to introduce modern technology and political ideas to the inhabitants.

	Getting away with murder : the true story of the Emmett Till case - Crowe, Chris 
Presents a true account of the murder of fourteen-year-old, Emmett Till, in Mississippi, in 1955.

	Haveli - Staples, Suzanne Fisher 
Having relented to the ways of her people in Pakistan and married the rich older man to whom she was pledged against her will, Shabanu is now the victim of his family's blood feud and the malice of his other wives.

	The hitchhiker's guide to the galaxy - Adams, Douglas 
Seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, an earthman is saved by his friend. Together they journey through the galaxy.

	In the heart of the sea : the tragedy of the whaleship Essex - Philbrick, Nat

Tells the story of the Essex, a whaleship that set sail from Nantucket in 1819 on a routine voyage, and was rammed and sunk by an enraged sperm whale in the South Pacific, setting the twenty-man crew adrift in three tiny boats.

	Inca gold - Cussler, Clive 
When Dirk Pitt saves a group of archaeologists from drowning, he finds himself caught up in a smuggling ring searching for lost Inca treasure.

	King Dork - Portman, Frank 
High school loser Tom Henderson discovers that "The Catcher in the Rye" may hold the clues to the many mysteries in his life.

	King of the mild frontier : an ill-advised autobiography - Crutcher, Chris 
Chris Crutcher, author of young adult novels such as "Ironman" and "Whale Talk," as well as short stories, tells of growing up in Cascade, Idaho, and becoming a writer.

	Nick & Norah's infinite playlist - Cohn, Rachel 
High school student Nick O'Leary, member of a rock band, meets college-bound Norah Silverberg and asks her to be his girlfriend for five minutes in order to avoid his ex-sweetheart.

	The once and future king - White, T. H. (Terence Hanbury) 
Tells the story of the youth and reign of King Arthur, the establishment of the Round Table, and the search for the Holy Grail.

	Robinson Crusoe - Defoe, Daniel 
As the sole survivor of a shipwreck, an Englishman lives for nearly thirty years on a deserted island.

	Sabriel - Nix, Garth 
Sabriel, daughter of the necromancer Abhorsen, must journey into the mysterious and magical Old Kingdom to rescue her father from the Land of the Dead.

	Sorrow's kitchen : the life and folklore of Zora Neale Hurston - Lyons, Mary E

Describes the life and work of the prolific African-American author who wrote stories, plays, essays, and articles, recorded black folklore, and was involved in the Harlem Renaissance.

	Spindle's end - McKinley, Robin 
The infant princess Briar Rose is cursed on her name day by Pernicia, an evil fairy, and then whisked away by a young fairy to be raised in a remote part of a magical country, unaware of her real identity and hidden from Pernicia's vengeful powers.

	To be a slave - Lester, Julius 
A compilation, selected from various sources and arranged chronologically, of the reminiscences of slaves and ex-slaves about their experiences from the leaving of Africa through the Civil War and into the early twentieth century.

	Whale talk - Crutcher, Chris 
Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, shuns organized sports and the gung-ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to form a swimming team and recruits some of the school's less popular students.

	Women in the Middle East : tradition and change - Harik, Ramsay M
Discusses the lives of women in the Middle East today including the traditions that shape these lives, the present day religious, social and political realities, and changing expectations.

	Yell-oh girls! : emerging voices explore culture, identity, and growing up Asian American 
Addresses a variety of issues Asian American girls face in today's modern culture.












