High School Summer Reading List

Lexile -500’s


Top of Form

	Alt ed - Atkins, Catherine. 
Participating in a special after-school counseling class with other troubled students, including a sensitive gay classmate, helps Susan, an overweight tenth grader, develop a better sense of herself.  

	Between Mom and Jo - Peters, Julie Anne. 

Fourteen-year-old Nick has a three-legged dog, and two mothers, whose relationship complicates his entire life as they face prejudice, work problems, alcoholism, cancer, and finally separation.  

	The boy from the basement - Shaw, Susan. 

Charlie, a twelve-year-old boy who has been confined to his basement by his abusive, psychotic father, is accidently locked out after sneaking outside one night, and ends up in the hospital where he gets the attention he needs and a new start in life.  

	Breaking point - Flinn, Alex. 
Fifteen-year-old Paul enters an exclusive private school and falls under the spell of a charismatic boy who may be using him.  

	Clay - Almond, David, 
The developing relationship between teenager Davie and a mysterious new boy in town morphs into something darker and more sinister when Davie learns firsthand of the boy's supernatural powers.  

	Crackback - Coy, John, 
Miles barely recalls when football was fun after being sidelined by a new coach, constantly criticized by his father, and pressured by his best friend to take performance-enhancing drugs.  

	Hanging on to Max - Bechard, Margaret. 
When his girlfriend decides to give their baby away, seventeen-year-old Sam is determined to keep him and raise him alone.  

	Head games - Fredericks, Mariah. 
Two teenagers connect online in a role-playing game which leads them into their own face-to-face, half-acknowledged courtship.  

	Kit's wilderness - Almond, David, 
Thirteen-year-old Kit goes to live with his grandfather in the decaying coal mining town of Stoneygate, England, and finds both the old man and the town haunted by ghosts of the past.  

	Rainbow boys - Sanchez, Alex, 
Three high school seniors, a jock with a girlfriend and an alcoholic father, a closeted gay, and a flamboyant gay rights advocate, struggle with family issues, gay bashers, first sex, and conflicting feelings about each other.  

	Sammy and Juliana in Hollywood - Saenz, Benjamin Alire. 
As a Chicano boy living in New Mexico, and a member of the graduating class of 1969, Sammy Santos faces the challenges of "gringo" racism, unpopular dress codes, the Vietnam War, barrio violence, and poverty.  

	Stoner & Spaz - Koertge, Ronald. A troubled youth with cerebral palsy struggles toward self-acceptance with the help of a drug-addicted young woman.  








