
LESSON PLAN - THE BEST PERSON IS …

Objective:   The student will use comprehension skills to evaluate and make judgments.

Materials:  

1. Ballots

2. Bulletin Board

3. Speakers Stand or Podium

4. Voting Booths

Procedure/Instruction:

1. Talk about types of elections such as the Presidential, Gubernatorial, Mayoral and Student Council.

2. Set the stage for a mock election.  First, determine what kind of election; second, decide what positions will be used.  Example:  Mayor, commissioner, council representatives, etc.

3. Choose story characters as candidates in this election, i.e.  Pippi Longstocking for Mayor.

4. Get student input as to what characteristics a good candidate should have.

5. Let the students make a list of qualifications for each position.

6. Assign the tasks of keeping tallies, campaigning, working at the polls, etc.  Build a bulletin board around the theme.  Use “its Election Time” for the caption.

SESSION II


1. Have children make campaign speeches or let students represent candidates and answer the questions asked by the class.  (Call it a Rally)

2. Vote

3. Tally votes

4. Announce results at a victory party.

Evaluation:  The students active participation in this activity makes a good evaluation process.
Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  Ask the classroom teacher to assist with the election and the bulletin board.  You might make this a school wide activity.

B A L L O T

CANDIDATES
Dorothy (Wizard of Oz)



Henry Huggins

Pippi Longstockings




Fern (Charlotte’s Web

Willy Wonka





Ramona Quimby

Charlie (Charlie and the …)



Encyclopedia Brown

Maggie Marmelstein




Harriet the Spy

Nate the Great





Etc.

Choose a character that will best fit the positions below or write in the character of your choice.

OFFICE



QUALIFICATIONS


CHOICE

Mayor




Great leader; thinks well

City Treasurer

Police Commissioner

Tax Assessor

Roads Commissioner

Council Representative

Council Representative

Parks Commissioner
TEKS OBJECTIVES:  Lang. Arts – 7.10A; 7.10C; 7.10E; 7.10H; 7.11A; 7.13G


	








