

Objective: The student will utilize television as an information source.


   The student will begin to evaluate his television viewing habits.

Materials:  

Television


VCR

Tape of a news program
periodicals

newspapers


Internet access

questionnaire


TV Guide

Procedure/Instruction: 

1. Set up television and VCR/DVD.

2. Tell the students you’re going to talk about the uses of television.  Ask for volunteers to tell some uses of a television.  Prompt for the answer “information source.”  Tell them the television is a source of information as is the radio,  periodicals,  the newspaper and the Internet.

3. Allow the students to watch a portion of the previous day’s news inclusive of weather and sports.  (Middle school and high school can view Channel 1).

4. Discuss ways the television can inform us other than current events.

5. Ask if television is informing us or entertaining us.

6. Tell the students that you would like them to begin evaluating their viewing habits.

Administer the questionnaire. (Television shows may be changed, based on current shows)

ACTIVITY:  Allow the students to choose appropriate programs from a copy of the T.V. Guide.

Evaluation:  The questionnaire will be a form of evaluation and it provides the opportunity for the students to re-evaluate their viewing habits.

Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  As an extension of this activity, ask the classroom teacher to administer the questionnaire in the classroom and discuss the results.  Have the students bring the questionnaire to the library.

QUESTIONNAIRE

PART I

	1. View television programs with parents.
	YES
	NO

	2. View the 6:00 o’clock news.


	
	

	3.  View television 0 - 3 hours per day
	
	

	4.  View the PBS Channel news. 
	
	

	5.  Would rather watch :”Sesame Street than see the horror movies.
	
	

	1. Can view television until 9:00 o’clock p.m.
	
	

	2. Television at home has cable
	
	

	3. Allowed to watch only “G” rated movies
	
	

	4. Allowed to watch  “PG” rated movies with parents.
	
	

	5. Must complete chores and homework before watching television.
	
	


NOTE:  Mostly “YES” answers indicate good viewing habits.

              Mostly “NO” answers indicate a re-evaluation of personal viewing habits.

PART II

Rank the following viewing choices from favorite to least favorite using the blank spaces on this sheet.


Nickelodeon
_______________
Police Story ________________


Star Trek
_______________
Cosby Show ________________


All My Children_______________
Cartoons ___________________


Disney Specials_______________
Sesame Street _______________


After School Specials
_______________
Saturday Night Live __________


Westerns
_______________
National Geographic








Documentaries ______________
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