
LESSON PLAN – Television Decision
Date ________________________________________________________________________


Objective:   The student will analyze persuasive messages.


      The student will make informed decisions about television viewing habits.


      The student will use a television model as a springboard for various writing activities.

Resources:  A real or model of a television; television shape paper

Procedure and Activities: 

1. For students in the upper grades, use a real or model television as the focus of the lesson.

2. Gather the students around the set on the floor.  Explain that since adults aren’t always around to choose the television shows, we have to learn to make good choices for ourselves.  The goal of the lesson will be for the entire group to work together to select a “show” to watch.  You may choose to actually view a program as a culminating activity for the lesson.  

3. As a group, brainstorm things to be considered when choosing a program (i.e., age of those watching, when you’ll be watching, and most important, why you want to watch the program).  The “why” will baffle your students, and you may prepare for some lively discussion.  

This activity can be extended of simplified depending on the grade level.  You can bring in discussions of advertising and persuasive messages, and also have the students create their own TV ads in groups.  By the end of the lesson, your students should walk away with some solid criteria for selecting television shows, but the bet part is, they’ll have thought of the criteria for selecting television shows.

Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  Collaborate with the teacher and get her permission to let the students watch the television show they selected and have popcorn and soda pop.

Writing extension:  Kids love TV’s even if they aren’t real.  Develop a television “shape paper,” see attachment, and have kids complete a short writing assignment on a favorite topic or let them make their own televisions, with the writing sample displayed on the “screen.”

Evaluation:  The best way to evaluate this activity is to repeat the activity in a couple of weeks.  See if the children use their new “criteria” for selecting a program with less teacher direction.  An important concept that we want children to internalize is “why“ we watch television, for entertainment, and for learning purpose.
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TEKS OBJECTIVES:  Lang Arts – 7.5A; 7.5B;  Tech. Apps – 3.8A


	























