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LESSON PLAN – TALES FROM MANY CULTURES

Objective:   The student will identify various types of folk tales from many different cultures.

Materials:  

1. Bulletin board materials

2. Colored index cards

3. 398 section of library

4. Video from the HISD Film library

Procedure/Instruction: 

1. Design a bulletin board as the focus of a unit on folk literature.

2. Divide the board into sections, featuring maps of several countries, such German, England, Africa, and France.  (Select 4 countries that you have in your 398 collection.).

3. Make the caption read:  FOLKTALES OF THE WORD, or TALES FROM MANY CULTURES.

4. Colored index cards (or colored paper cut to size) to represent each country are needed.  Additional small group time may be needed for slower children.

5. The students may be introduced to the activity by gathering them together on the floor around the bulletin board.  Begin by asking what they do with their family most nights after dinner.  Many will say that they “watch TV.”

6. Ask them what they think people did hundreds of years before television.  They still liked to be together after a meal and before time for sleeping.  Since some people were good at expressing words and feelings, they became the tribe’s storyteller.  Guide the class to discover that storytellers and stories evolved in every culture across the world.    Encourage students to realize that the stories or tales did not only entertain, they also taught the value of a group of people and recorded part of their history orally.

7. Explain that people did not begin writing down these old tales for hundreds of years.  Instead, they were passed down by word of mouth from one generation to the next.

8. Finally, people like the Grimm Brothers in Germany started collecting and recording ancient stories.  Since they did not have one author, but were told many ways by many people, the same story often has many versions.

9. Direct the student’s attention to the bulletin board.  Tell them that for the next several weeks, they will be reading fairy tales, folk tales, and fables from these countries.  (Briefly discuss the types of folk literature.)  Tell them what kind of literature is found in the 398’s of the nonfiction section.

10. Remind the class that they can look for a subject by doing a Boolean search on the OPAC for the folk literature of each country. And then the words, fairy tales or folktales.
Example:  (ENGLAND - FAIRY TALES)

11. Divide the class into four groups.  Assign each group a country whose folktales they will read first.

12. After a student has read two folk or fairy tales from that land, he can read stories from each of the other countries on the bulletin board.

Closure/Evaluation:  Monitor the student’s progress with the bulletin board.
Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  This activity is designed to take place over several weeks so it is important that the librarian plan with the classroom teacher.

TEKS OBJECTIVES:  Lang. Arts – 22.7A; 22.8A; 22.8B; 22.8C; 22.12A


	








