
LESSON PLAN – Our Community
Date ________________________________________________________________________


Objective: The student will explore the public libraries, university libraries, museums and community resources in school assignments
Materials:  

· Houston Public Library – www.hpl.lib.tx.us/hpl/index.html 
· University of Houston – www.uh.edu 

· Rice University – www.rice.edu
· Texas Southern University – www.tsu.edu
· Houston Baptist University – www.hbu.edu 

· St. Thomas University - http://www.stthom.edu/ 

· Houston Community College - http://www.hccs.cc.tx.us/ 

· Houston Museum District – Buffalo Soldier Museum, Byzantine Fresco Chapel Museum, Children’s Museum, Contemporary Arts Museum, Holocaust Museum. Center for Contemporary Craft, Center for Photography, Museum of Natural Science, Houston Zoo, Jung Center of Houston, Lawndale Art Center, John P. McGovern Medical and Health Museum, Menil Collection, Museum of Fine Arts, Rice University Art Gallery, Rothko Chapel - http://www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org/ 
· Library World  (videocassette), 2nd ed. LD17198 13366 VC13366 VT13366, colored, 20 min., 1994, EMS

· Free calendars, bookmarks from the Houston Public Library, zoo and museum.
· Applications for library cards from the Houston Public Library.

Procedure/Instructions: 

1. Show students pictures of the various community resources using the Internet and data projector.

2. Show the video – Library World.
3. Discuss how the public library offers many speakers and programs, including puppet shows, movies, story hour, and craft activities.  Explain how the public library has an OPAC (online catalog) instead of a card catalog.  
4. Distribute applications for library cards, calendars and bookmarks.

5. Promote the summer reading program or have the librarian from Houston Public talk about it.

6. Encourage teachers to plan a field trip to the public library and other community resources during the school year.
Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  Send applications to the classroom to be sent home with the students.  Let the teacher know your goal and offer incentives for returning the applications.
Evaluation:  Results of returned library applications and teacher planned field trips.
TEKS OBJECTIVES: Social Studies – 4.11B; 5.11B


	























