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Multicultural Community - My Home!
http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Social_Studies/Multicultural_Education/MUL0003.html
Subject(s): 

· Social Studies/Multicultural Education

Duration: Five 50-minute sessions 

Description: Students are engaged in a study of the multicultural character of the local community. Community resources, e.g., people, places, things, and events, are incorporated into the classroom/field-based investigation. 

Goals: As a result of this study, students will: 

1) identify the cultural/ethnic diversity of the local community, 
2) appreciate the contributions that members of diverse cultures/ethnic groups have made to the economic, political, and social development of the community, 
3) recognize the unique lifestyles of diverse cultures/ethnic groups represented in the population of the local community, 
4) value the art, literature, and music of cultures/ethnic groups represented in the population of the local community, and 
5) become aware of the daily economic, political, and social interaction of people who represent the cultural mosaic of the local community. 

Objectives: As a result of this study, students will be able to: 

1) list the several cultures/ethnic groups represented among the inhabitants of the local community, 
2) locate the 'native lands' of each culture/ethnic group represented in the population of the local community on a globe or world map, 
3) read about the histories and lifestyles of cultures/ethnic groups represented in the population of the local community, 
4) examine artifacts of cultures/ethnic groups represented in the population of the local community, 
5) read about the economic, political, and social history of the local community, 
6) create a timeline depicting events in the history of the local community, 
7) create a bulletin board display depicting the lives and community contributions of notable individuals, and 
8) participate in the festivals and celebrations of cultures/ethnic groups represented in the population of the local community. 

Materials: 

· films/videos depicting cultural lifestyles,

· CDs or audiotapes -- music, readings, spoken language of cultures/ethnic groups,

· 'walk-through' of ethnic neighborhoods,

· field trip to a museum,

· attendance at cultural events,

· trade books dealing with cultures and lifestyles,

· community resource people as guest speakers and performers in the classroom,

· community resource people as lecturers and guides at field-based sites,

· atlases, globes, maps, software programs,

· pictorial histories of the local community,

· primary source materials, e.g., artifacts (objects), diaries, letters, photographs, and

· past editions of the local newspaper.


Procedure: 

During the course of this study, students will: 

1) interact with classroom guests who discuss/demonstrate ethnic lifestyles and customs. 

2) visit ethnic neighborhoods to learn about the history of each neighborhood, to sample ethnic foods, to observe the day-to-day routines of neighborhood inhabitants, to listen to ethnic music and to native languages being spoken. 

3) attend cultural/ethnic festivals and performances. 

4) visit a museum to view a touring exhibit representing the art of global cultures. 

5) view audiovisual presentations that depict the lifestyles and physical environments of diverse cultures/ethnic groups represented in the population of the local community. 

6) listen to ethnic music, to literature being read aloud, and to people speaking in their native 
languages/dialects. 

7) visit a local historical society to learn more about the contributions of members of diverse culture/ethnic groups, in the community, to the economic, political, and/or social development of the lifespace environment. 

8) visit a local newspaper to read about historical events of the community. 

Assessment: 

Students will: 

1) complete outline maps -- locating the geographical region(s)/nation(s) where cultures/ethnic groups, represented in the population of the local community, originated 

2) write an essay concerning some aspect of the local community -- a person, place, or event 

3) create an audiovisual presentation that highlights the art, literature, or music of a selected culture or ethnic group 

4) correctly answer 80% of matching, multiple choice, and completion (supply) test items 

5) create a 'global cultures' bulletin board 

6) write a report about an aspect of the economic, political, and/or social development of the local community 

7) write a YOU ARE THERE-type news story, for the local paper, about an event in the history of the local community 

8) create a tabletop diorama depicting the local community in ( a given year ), and 

9) interview a community inhabitant who recalls personalities and/or events in the history of the local community.
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