
LESSON PLAN – FOLK LITERATURE
Objective:   The student will identify various types of folktales from many different cultures.


      Discuss oral traditions from which folk literature developed.

Materials:  

1. “Little Red Riding Hood” (France), VC14387; VT1438, (1990)

2. “Rumplestiltskin” (Germany), VT17638, 12 min., 

3. “Jack and the Beanstalk” (England), VT15692, (1991)

Procedure/Instruction: 

1. Assign a color for the cards from each country.  At the end of the allotted time, each child should have two blue cards, two pink cards, two green cards, and two yellow cards.  (Fast readers will have more).

2. When a student finishes a story, instruct him to get a cards from the holder on your desk.  The color of the card must match the color given to stories from that country.  Then he or she must write the name of the country on the top line, on the third line, the name of the story, on the next line, the title of the book (if the tale came from a collection of stories).  Then have student skip a line and write 2 or 3 sentences telling what the story was about.

EXAMPLE:

AFRICA
Title:  Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky

This book is an old story of man trying to explain nature.

3. Show at least one video each library period while the class is involved in reading and recording.  These videos are in the HISD Film/Media Catalog:
“Little Red Riding Hood”

“Rumplestiltskin”

“Jack and the Beanstalk”

4. As you discuss these folk tales encourage children to look for common themes. (Romance with royalty, spells, brave deeds, explanation of nature, etc.)
5. If a child shows interest encourage him to continue reading and recording folk literature all year adding other countries (and other colored index cards) as he needs them.
Closure/Evaluation:  Ask children to draw illustrations of the characters in the stories they have read.  Add them to the bulletin board by the correct country.
Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  As the classes discuss different countries and cultures in their classroom, they may use these books as a guide to the behavior of the people of certain countries.
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