
LESSON PLAN - Film Review
Date ________________________________________________________________________


Objective: The student will interpret and express simple evaluations of media presentations to develop an awareness of quality productions.  View media presentations and distinguish between fact and fiction.

Resources:    Worksheet (Teacher made “Film Review”); Videos from the library (can be fiction or factual), CD-ROMs, audio tapes, books. 

Procedure and Activities:  

1. Introduce the lesson by asking the class to explain what it means to review a book or a video.  Ask them if they have ever seen a person on TV telling something about a new movie, or an article in the newspaper telling about a new play, book, or movie.  Tell them that these are the opinions of individual people whose job it is to “review” or carefully read or watch, a particular video or book.

2. Announce that today they will be given an opportunity to view a video and express  evaluation of what they have seen.  Advise them that to answer questions and make statements about the main features of the presentation, they must listen to and view the video attentively.

3. Hand out a video review worksheet.  Allow a short interval for children to become familiar with the questions posed.

4. After viewing the video, direct the class to prepare a simple evaluation calling and summarizing what was presented and giving their personal response to it.

5. For 3 - 4 graders might select Charlotte’s Web, Clifford, etc.  Middle school and high school teachers may select Isle of the Blue Dolphins, The Outsiders, Othello, or Native Son.  It is important to select a commonly read story, and present it through a variety of media.

6. Students may report their findings orally, or make posters showing differences in story presentation.  As a follow-up activity, you may have students present their own “interpretation” of the story through a puppet show or play.  This would also be a good place to introduce different versions of the same book, or fractured fairy tales.  You can also have students re-write their favorite stories, or create their own fractured fairy tales, modeled after popular stories such as The True Story of the Three Little Pigs or Unsleeping Ugly.

Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  Ask the teachers to let students do a review sheet on all videos shown in class.

Evaluation:  Review sheets and discuss the results with students.  Have the students do a written assignment in which the students demonstrate the differences between various presentations of the same story.
MEDIA INTERPRETATION SKILLS

VIDEO REVIEW

Title________________________________________________________________________
Reviewer ____________________________________________________________________________
1.  What do you think the video was trying to teach?

2.  Do you think that it was successful?  In what ways did it pass or fail?  Try to balance the positive and negative responses.

	YES 
	NO

	1.
	1.

	2.
	2.

	3.
	3.

	4.
	4.


3.  How smoothly did the story flow from one event to the other?

4.  Did it hold your interest? 

_____________________________________________________________

5.    Would you recommend this video for other students?  Why or why not?

TEKS OBJECTIVES:  Lang. Arts – 5.2A; 5.3A; 5.3C; 5.12A; 6.5A; 6.5B;  Social Studies – 5.17A; Tech. Apps – 3.8A


	























