
LESSON PLAN - Fairy Folks and Fable Fools
Date ________________________________________________________________________


Objective:   
· The students will read and interpret legends, fables, folktales, myths, fairy
· The students will use a variety of comprehension strategies before, during and  after reading          (or listening to books read aloud):  fact and opinion, figurative and literal language, character emotions, drawing conclusions, recalling facts and details, summarizing and paraphrases, drawing inferences

Resources:  Art supplies, bulletin board materials, fairy tales, folktales, myths and fables

Procedure and Activities:  (See the following sheets for introductory and follow-up activities)

Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  The teacher will determine if these activities will be taught as a unit or as single lessons.

Evaluation: The completion of the activities will be used as an evaluation tool.
FAIRY TALE ACTIVITIES

Introduction Activities:

1) Have a display of some of the most popular fairy tale books.

2) Explain that the stories were passed down orally for many years, then later written down by people like the Grimm Brothers in Germany.

3) List characteristics common to fairy tales, such as:

· The story usually begins with “Once Upon a Time…”

· Fairy Tales make use of magic people, objects and places

· Fairy tales may have characters of royalty such as a King, Queen or Princess.

· Fairy tales usually end with “They lived happily ever after.”

4) Choose any fairy tale and read it.

5) Have children write a different ending for the fairy tale.

6) Have children keep records of fairy tales they read, hear, or see performed.

7) Prepare a lesson on the 300’s section of the library, focusing on fairy tales.

CAST PARTY

Plan a party you might throw for characters in a selected fairy tale.  Use the steps below to plan arrangements.

· List title and author of the book you have chosen

· What will be the theme of the party?

· Describe decorations and props you will use to create the mood for the party

· Design an invitations to the party.  Make sure guests know what time to arrive, the theme, and the place

· Make sure guests know what to wear.

· Plan the menu for the party.  Keep in mind special dining requirements of certain guests.  What refreshments will you serve? 

· Make up a guest list.  Identify each character and the role they played in the book.

· Plan entertainment based on events from the story.  Games or activities?  Music?
CHARACTER COLLAGE

· Draw a large picture of the main character from a fairy tale you have read.

· Color the picture with markers or crayons.

· from fabric scraps, add clothing, hats, ties, pockets or other accessories that your character might wear

· from newspapers and magazines, cut out words and phrases that describe this character. Also include pictures that relate to the character in some way

· glue the components of the collage to a large poster board, along with the title of the story

· use collage as a basis of an oral report in which you describe your character and his feelings.

NEWS FLASH
Write a GOOD news story about the events in a selected fairy tale.  Be sure to answer the questions, who, what, when, where, how and why the event occurred.

ANIMALS, ANIMALS

There are three kinds of animal stories:  
Animals who act like animals






Animals who act like people






Animals who act like animals, but talk like people

Choose a large number of fairy tales with which students are already familiar.  Have them analyze and graph the stories according to the above categories.  You could expand this activity by adding illustrations or charades.

SUMMARIZE WITH SONG

This is an excellent activity for that most difficult skill of summarizing.  Assign a fairy tale to a small group of students, designate a time limit and ask them to come up with a short song or rap which tells the main idea or plot of the story.  They can then perform their song in front of the class.  **For an added element of technological excitement, videotape the performance to be played back during another class visit.

VILLAIN VINDICATION

Fairy tale characters are usually portrayed as good or bad.  Have students select their favorite fairy tale villain into a hero by changing facts and telling his/her side of the story.  Can be a written or oral activity.

REAL ESTATE AD

Have students write a classified ad designed to sell choice pieces of real estate from well-know fairy tales.  Be sure to use facts from the story. 

Example:  For Sale:  Brick House.  Large living room, lovely fireplace.  Built to last in the 1800’s  Has withstood hurricane-force winds, and huffing and puffing,  Friendly neighbors, easy access to shopping areas.  Owner relocating to castle.

MYTHS AND TALL TALES

Fairy tale and folktale activities listed here maybe adapted to teach myths and tall tales.  When teaching the various types of folk literature, it is important to constantly re-teach the distinguishing characteristics and compare/contrast stories between genres.

FOLKTALE ACTIVITIES
Introductory activities:
1) On a blackboard or chart, work through the following information with children:

· folktales are very old stories from different countries

· folktales can help you learn about different people, places, languages and customs
· folktale books will have the Dewey Decimal number 398 on the spine

· folktale books can be a single story or collection of stories

2) Divide the class into groups.  Assign each group a country whose folktales they will read first.  Have children locate the title page of their book, the title of the book and the country where the story originated.  Then have children locate the country of origin on the globe.

DESIGN A BULLETIN BOARD
Divide the board into sections, featuring maps of several countries, such as Germany, England, Africa, and France.  (Select countries that you have in your 398 collection).  Make a title:  Folktales of the World, or Tales from Many Cultures, Using colored index cards, assign a color for the cards from each country.  At the end of the unit, each child should have two blue cards, two pink cards, two green cards and two yellow cards.  When a child finishes a story, he will get a card from a holder on your desk.  The color of the card must match the color given to stories from that country.  Then he will write the name of the country, the name of the story, the title of the book, and two or three sentences telling about the story.  Cards can be incorporated into folk tale scrapbook projects, or added to the bulletin board.  As children read stories, have them add character illustrations to the board. 
THEMES

Encourage children to look for common themes.  (Romance with royalty, spells, brave deeds, explanation of nature, etc.)  Design class projects or graphing activities centered around similar themes in the stories you have read.
SING A SONG

Listen to recordings of folk songs from various countries, and as a review, have children brainstorm to think of fairy tales from the same country.  They may learn and perform the songs, as well as perform traditional dance.

FABLES ACTIVITIES

Introductory Activities:

Share the following information:

· a fable is a short story about animals that teaches a lesson.

· fables take ideas of good or bad, and wise or foolish behavior, and attempt to make them understood and remembered.

· Aesop was a Greek slave who lived about 6700 B.B.

Film Frenzy

Show the film The Hare and the Tortoise.  For comparison purposes, read the story after viewing the film.   Turning daily to reveal new information, and  explain that this was the most famous of Aesop’s fables.  Share other fables with students, using Aesop’s Fables  and Arnold Lobel’s Fables. Look for common themes and morals as students are exposed to more fables.

Backwards Activity

Instead of naming a fable and asking students to tell the moral, give the moral and encourage students to come up with the name of a fable that teaches that particular lesson.  There may be more than one answer, in some cases.

Favorite Fables

Read a book of fables.  Pick four fables which teach a similar lesson and create a “moral book,” which depicts the lesson learned and makes the point with student-created illustrations from each of the four fables.

TEKS OBJECTIVES: Lang. Arts – 2.1C; 2.6C; 2.10B; 2.9C; 2.11BL; 2.4D; 5.6D; 5.7A; 5.7B; 5.7C; 5.11B; 5.11C; 5.11F; 7.7A; 7.7B; 7.8A; 7.8C; 7.12C; 7.12G Social Studies – 2.15C; 3.1C; 3.6C; 3.13B; 5.13B; 6.7A; 6.7B; 6.8A-C; 6.12C; 6.12G





	























