
LESSON PLAN – FACT OR OPINION

Objective:   The student will distinguish between fact and opinion.

Materials:  DePaola, Tomie, The Popcorn Book.
Procedure/Instruction:   

1. Explain that a fact is a statement that is true and can be proven while an opinion is a statement based on personal belief or feeling and may differ from person to person.

2. Read The Popcorn Book  by Tomie DePaola or another book which contains both factual information and characters’ opinions.  Ask children to listen for some facts about popcorn.  After reading the story, let children identify some of these facts.  Then discuss how the characters felt about the popcorn.

3. Give students a list of statements from the story, either orally or on a worksheet.  Have them identify which statements are fact and which statements are opinions.
Examples:

1.  Popcorn is yummy






(O)

2.  Archeologists found some popped corn that was 5600 years old. 
(F)

3.  French explorers saw some Iroquois people popping corn
in clay pots.







4.  It doesn’t look like there’s enough popcorn in the pot.

(O)

5.  Popcorn pops because the heart of the kernel is moist and 
pulpy and surrounded by a hard starch shell.



(F)

6.  Popcorn tastes better with butter and salt on it.


(O)

7.  The best thing about popcorn is eating it.



(O)






Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  This lesson could serve as a follow-up to a classroom lesson on fact and opinion.

Evaluation:  Monitor the students’ response to the sample statements.
TEKS OBJECTIVES:  5.8A; 5.10E; 5.10H; 5.10J 5.12C; Social Studies – 5.16D; 7.5B


	








