

Objective: The student will listen to and respond to a variety of folk literature such as fairy tales, fables and tall tales.

Materials:  

1. Aesop’s Fables by Aesop, Introduced by J. Clauss, 1976

2. Lobel, Arnold, Fables. Harper, 1980

3. HISD Video # VT09087, “The Hare and The Tortoise”

Procedure/Instruction:

Share the following information:

1. A fable is a short story about animals that teach a lesson.
2. Fables take ideas of good or bad, and wise or foolish behavior and attempt to make them understood and remembered.

3. If you say “Fables” you should think at once of Aesop’s Fables.   Aesop was a Greek slave who lived about 6700 B.C.

4. The best-known Aesop’s fable is probably The Hare and the Tortoise.
5. Show the video “The Hare and the Tortoise”.

6. Read as many fables as you wish from Aesop’s Fables and Arnold Lobel’s Fables.

7. After reading several fables have the students engage in an activity entitled “What is the Fable.”

· Given the lesson taught by a fable, the children must give the name of the fable.



Example:  Lesson:  Slow and steady wins the race.


Fable:  “The Hare and the Tortoise”

Closure/Evaluation:  To ensure an understanding of the characteristics of a fable a fill-in-the-blank worksheet may be designed based on information in Step 1.
Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  Ask the teacher to read Aesop fables to the class during morning reading period.
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