
LESSON PLAN – ENTRY AND GUIDE WORDS

Objective: The student will use entry and guide words to find words in the dictionary.

Materials:  Dictionaries, encyclopedias, pocket chart and word cards; HISD Video 

Procedure/Instructions: 

1. Remind students that dictionaries, encyclopedias, phone books, and many other reference books are in alphabetical order.  If a book is in alphabetical order, it will have guide words to help locate an entry.  Point out guide words in various books.  The word on the left will be the first word at the top of the page (or on the top of facing pages).  The one on the right will be the last entry at the bottom right of the page.  If the word for which you are looking comes before the left-hand guide word in alphabetical order, you must turn toward the front of the book.  If it comes after the right-hand guide word, you must turn toward the back of the book.  If it comes between the two guide words, it will be on that page.

2. Place a pair of word cards in the pocket chart.  Tell the class these are guide words on a page in the dictionary.  Give a student another word card and ask him to place it in the chart so that the three words are in alphabetical order.

EXAMPLE:





blithe                              
 blotter





posset


pumpkin





blizzard


puzzle

ANSWER:




blithe

blizzard


blotter





posset

pumpkin

puzzle

3. Prepare “Pockets” folder games.  The first page has directions and pockets for word cards.  The back of this page (which will be folded back) has the answers.  The next page is a miniature pocket chart with the problems.

4. Or make practice cards using an outdated small town telephone book.  Cut guide words from top of the page.  Paste on front of card.  Under them, write a list of names found in the telephone book.

5. The students must decide which of the surnames will appear on that page of the telephone book.  Paste the remainder of the page on the back of the card.  Underline the correct answers in red.

Evaluation:  Grades on the worksheets.
Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  The teacher may assign vocabulary words for reading, social studies, etc. to have the students look up.

TEKS OBJECTIVES:  Lang. Arts – 5.8A; 5.12C Social Studies – 5.16d


	








