ELEMENTS OF A STORY
STORY CUBES

This is a way to create a three-dimensional book report that highlights the most important elements of a story.

1. Materials:  A cardboard (at least 12 inch square), butcher paper to cover the box, old magazines, writing paper, writing pen, markers, tape, flue and scissors.

2. Cover the box with paper and label three sides of the box; SETTING, PLOT and CHARACCTERS. On the fourth side, print the title of the book and the author.

3. On separate sheets of paper, write three paragraphs I which you describe the setting of the story (both time and place) the plot and characters.

4. Glue descriptions to appropriate side of box.

5. Cut out pictures to depict characters, events ideas, places, feelings or objects from the story.

6. Glue pictures to the top and bottom of the box.  Complete cubes make great displays.

DESPERATELY SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

 To assess whether or not students grasp details about characters, create a job resume for the character.  Match information from the book to the areas below.  If information about the character is unknown, write “unknown.”



Examples:  Employment Resume for the Big Bad Wolf
Name:





Wolf, Big Bad

Address:




16729 Forest Lane

Present Occupation:



Hunter

Education and/or Special Training:

B. A. Mammal Univ., 1969. Extensive







Experience in luring and trapping

Interest and/or Hobbies:


Weapons and Fine Dining

Strong Points:




Charming, Persuasive, People-Oriented

Weak Points:




Need to curb eating habits

References:




Ate them all

OLDER/YOUNGER

Have Older students work in groups to create illustrations for popular children’s stories.  Put all the pictures for one story in a box, and present it to a group of younger students.  Have younger students remove the pictures from the box and arrange them in sequential order on a floor or table.

Caution:  Check illustrations first to make sure they adequately represent an event or scene from the story.

TIME CAPSULE

Explain that a time capsule is a container that is filled with historical records or objects that represent a culture.  It is sealed and buried to be retrieved at a later time b anew generation. Create a time capsule for your book.  Use a container that represents something from the story.  Fill it with objects that are related to events described in the book.  Attach a data card that tells the title of the book, author, publisher, and year of publication.

**Extension for older students: do some research to learn more about time capsules.  Is there one preserved somewhere in your town? Where else have well-known time capsules been preserved?  Has one ever been placed in the ocean or in outer space?  When was the first time a capsule was created? 

TEKS: Lang. Arts – 3.11H; 3.11I; 3.11J; ; 6.10E; 6.12G; 6.12H; 6.12I 








