
LESSON PLAN – DO YOU REALLY MEAN THAT

Objective: The student will extend comprehension skills by differentiating between figurative and literal language.

Materials:  

Lewin, Hugh(1985). Jafta’s Mother. Carolrhoda.

Procedure/Instruction:

1. Show a picture of a human heart from a science book and a heart shape cut from red paper.  Ask students which picture represents a real heart.  Which is only a symbol of a heart?  If we say someone has a heart attack, we are literally referring to a person’s heart.  What do we mean by saying –

· “The girl was heartbroken when she lost her watch.” (Was her heart really broken?)

· “The boy had a change of heart about playing baseball.”

· The two girls have a heart-to-heart talk.”

· “She set her heart on going to the beach.”

2. Many times in talking or writing, we use words in a non-literal sense for special effects or to make meanings more vivid.  This is called using figurative language.

3. Listen to how Jafta describes his mother.  After reading aloud Jafta’s Mother,   discuss some of the phrases he used to tell about her.  What did he mean by saying that when his mother is angry she sounds like thunder and her eyes flash like lightning?  This is an example of figurative language called “similes” - when two things are compared using the words “like” or “as.”

4. Ask students to guess some popular similes that we use as expressions.  Read aloud Easy as Pie, allowing students to guess to complete the expressions.

5. Encourage students to check out poetry books and look for examples of figurative language.

Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  Ask the teacher to use the evaluation activity for a bulletin board.

Evaluation:  Have the student illustrate examples of figurative language for a classroom bulletin board.
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