
LESSON PLAN – Country Fact Finding
Date ________________________________________________________________________


Objective:  The student will determine the reference source most appropriate for specific information. 

Materials:  

1.  Teacher made worksheets


5.  Guinness Book of World Records

2.  Encyclopedia



6.  Barlett’s Familiar Quotations

3.  Dictionary




7.  Indexes

4.  Thesauri




8.  Electronic databases

Procedure/Instructions:

This lesson may require multi-sessions.

1.  Display and discuss the types and uses of atlases.

2.  Display and discuss almanacs.  Find facts of interest to students (such as Michael Jordan’s birthday).

3.  Design and share a “Country Fact Finding” worksheet.  The worksheet contents should include finding the capital city, exports, imports, major religions, climate, etc. of the chosen city.

4.  For 4th grade, you may want to concentrate on Texas by designing a worksheet entitled “Fact Finding in Texas” .  Students can locate information about the major cities in Texas, industries, agriculture, tourist attractions, etc.

5.  Supply a list of sample cities or countries that children may choose from.

6.  Utilizing the almanacs and atlases children will complete the fact sheet.

7.  Continue the instruction sessions until all the reference sources listed under resources have been covered.

Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  This lesson should be taught in conjunction with the social studies unit in the classroom.  Meet with each grade level and provide them with copies of the lesson design and decide on grading and presentation procedures.  A culminating activity might include a sample of food from the various cities and countries. Invite other teachers or administrators to evaluate the projects and award certificates.

Evaluation:  Use the Reference/Study Skills worksheets an evaluation tool.

TEKS OBJECTIVES:  Lang. Arts – 2.11D























