
LESSON PLAN – AND THE END IS

Objective:  The student will extend comprehension by drawing conclusions.

Materials:  

1.  Folktale:  The Blind Men and the Elephant

2.  Sobol, Donald.  Encyclopedia Brown (book or video)

Procedure/Instruction: 

1. Collect some common place objects and put them in a paper bag.  Select students to identify these objects without looking, but just by feeling the objects.  Discuss how our senses help us draw conclusions about the world around us.  Show students a picture of an elephant and ask them to identify it.  Discuss how they knew this animal was an elephant.  Their past experience has taught them the name of this animal.  Past experiences also help us to draw conclusions.  How could they describe this animal to someone who has never seen an elephant?  Elicit some descriptive words.  Today they are going to listen to a folktale from India and discover how six blind men tried to describe an elephant.

2. Read aloud the story.  The Blind Men and the Elephant   In this story, each blind man touches a different part of the elephant and draws a different conclusion, as follows:

An elephant is like a wall.


(his side)

An elephant is round like a snake.


(his trunk)

An elephant is sharp like a spear.


(his tusk)

An elephant is like a tree.


(his leg)

An elephant is like a fan.


(his ear)

An elephant is like a rope.


(his tail)

3. Discuss “Is everything always what it seems to be?”  We often use information in stories to draw conclusions about things which are not specifically stated.  Read aloud or show a video of an Encyclopedia Brown story.  Allow students to predict the solution to the mystery.  Then discuss what details in the story draw them to reach their conclusions.

Teacher/Library Media Specialist Collaboration:  Classroom teachers might share stories in the classroom and have the students to draw conclusions or rewrite the story ending.

Evaluation:  The group discussion of the Encyclopedia Brown story will help to evaluate the student’s comprehension of the story.
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