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· recent information is often available only in periodicals.

· some disciplines, such as the sciences, publish most of their research only in periodicals.

· very specific or narrow research topics are often covered only in periodicals.

Some Definitions


Periodical:
a publication that appears at stated intervals: daily, weekly, monthly, etc.

Magazine:
a periodical with a popular focus.

Journal:
a periodical with a scholarly or research focus. 
To identify Refereed (peer-reviewed) journals, check: 

· Ulrichsweb.com 
Serial:
publications that are issued on a continuing basis at more or less regular intervals. May include periodicals, annuals, newspapers, series.

Series:
a group of publications that share a series title in addition to their individual titles. 
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