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GOAL: The main goal for this unit is for the students to experience and to gain a better understanding of the life of an author, illustrator, and poet while learning about the African American culture.

OBJECTIVES:
The students will be able to . . .
© describe what an author, illustrator, and poet does.
© participate as an author or illustrator, and poet.
© write information learned in a daily journal.
© participate in the different learning centers.
© give a presentation of the works created throughout the unit.

DAY ONE: INTRODUCTION TO UNIT
TIME: 20 minutes
SUBJECTS: SS, LA
MATERIALS NEEDED: 
Þ Book: Jaguarndi by Virginia Hamilton.
Þ Journal for each student.
Þ Students: paper and pencil.

Ask the students what they thinks an author is/does. Have the students write on a piece of paper their definition of an author, who their favorite author is, and what kind of stories he/she would write about if they were an author. Collect the papers. Tell the student’s that February is African American month and to celebrate it we will be learning about an African American author, illustrator, and poet. 
Read the book Jaguarndi by Virginia Hamilton to the students. Discuss the story after reading the book: setting, characters, time, theme, . . . Ask the students why they think the author wrote the story. After discussing the book tell the students that Virginia Hamilton is the author they will be studying.
Hand out a journal to each student. Tell them that they will write the information they have learned each day in this journal. Have the students personalize their cover and write the information they have learned today.
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