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5th Grade.

Objective:  The student will learn what the dictionary is and when to use it.

Materials:

· Webster’s New World Children’s Dictionary

· Handout with list of questions.

· Pencils

Procedure/Instruction:

· Introduction to the dictionary, how it is organized, and when to use it.

A dictionary is a book about words.  It tells you what words mean.  It tells you how to spell and pronounce words.  A dictionary tells you other interesting facts about words, too.  Knowing about words is important.  It helps you to understand the things you hear and read.  It also helps you say and write things that other people can understand.  The words we use make up our language.  Our language is English.  It is hundreds of years old, but it changes all the time.  People make up new words when they invent or discover new things.  People also find new ways to use old words.  Many words have more than one meaning.  It’s fun to see the different ways you can use a single word.  The English language has many words.  Not all of them are in this dictionary.  If you cannot find a word, look in a bigger dictionary like the unabridged dictionary over here.

· Dictionary Treasure Hunt – worksheet with questions that can be answered using a dictionary.

1. Divide the class into teams with 2 to 4 players.

2. Each team has a dictionary.

3. Each team reads the questions and looks up the answers using the dictionary.

4. The librarian and aide can either go around checking answers or each team could self-check with an answer sheet. 

5. The winning team could receive the prize of your choice.

6. These are sample questions.  You can always adapt the questions to match your students and the dictionaries you have available.

Closure/Evaluation:  Check for understanding questions:

1. When would you use a dictionary?

2. What are the differences between a dictionary and an almanac?

3. What are the differences between a dictionary and an encyclopedia?

4. Where are guidewords located?

Comments:  These are sample questions.  You can always adapt the questions to match your students and the dictionaries you have available.
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