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Technology Application 126.3 (4)

     Dictionaries:   

                                 Animal, Vegetable or Mineral?
Objective:  The student will be able to select and use appropriate print and electronic sources, such as dictionaries, to gather needed information; use multiple technologies to locate and gather information.

Materials:

· Enough copies of the Merriam Webster Intermediate Dictionary for half the class

· Computer stations with Internet capabilities

http://www.m-w.com/home.htm
· Activity Worksheet:  Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral? (see attached)

Procedure/Instruction:

· Review with students the purpose of a dictionary.

· Explain activity worksheet – list of words that they need to look up in the dictionary, find the definition and decide if it is an animal, vegetable (or food item), or mineral (non-living object).

· Divide the class; half will use the print dictionaries at the tables, half will go to the computers and use the Merriam-Webster online website.

· See which groups finish the assignment first.

     (Discuss which is faster when looking up words, print dictionaries or online?)

Closure/Evaluation:   
Have students come together to go over answers to the activity worksheet.  Focus on more unusual or exotic animals.  Discuss different definitions found in print and online.

Comments: Print vs. online dictionaries as a reference source can be used for relay races, with each team having the same list of words, each player looking up one word.  See which team finishes first!
See also:  Other choices for category topics in which to place words are shelters, transportation. 

 Could use with Social Studies vocabulary on specific units or when studying different cultures, or with specific Science units.

Submitted by:  Kathy Johnson and Kathy Woodworth

