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          Ready Reference Tools: Almanacs

                                              (Print and Online)                        

Objective:  The student will be able to understand when to use almanacs rather than other reference materials; the learner will demonstrate proficiency in finding information using an online almanac.

Materials:

· Print version of World Almanac for Kids

· Online versions of Almanacs

http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/
http://www.factmanster.com/almanacs.html
http://yahooligans.com/content/ka/
· Activity worksheet: World Almanac for Kids Scavenger Hunt (see attached)

Procedure/Instruction:

· Discuss reference books and purpose in general; define almanacs and purpose, for quickly finding facts.

· Review important parts of the book
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· The Librarian will introduce the Website for World Almanac for Kids.

· Divide the class into two groups.  Half the class will be given a hard copy of W. Almanac for Kids while the other half is seated with computers to use the online version of W. Almanac for Kids.   

· The students will be given the activity worksheet (modify the number of questions depending on time factors) and see which groups answer first.  Most likely, the students will discover that online is fun but the book is often faster.

Closure/Evaluation:   
Students will be expected to explain when an almanac is useful and briefly explain how to use an almanac.

Comments:  Another online activity that is fun, but involves a trip to the computer lab, is a “Treasure Hunt” involving multiple almanac websites. 

 Go to URL: http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/huntalmanacsma.html
See also:  Attached activity worksheet, to be modified depending on time factors.
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