Assignment 2:  Book Reviews - due August 2, 2006
You will read a total of 100 books.  The same book cannot be used in more than one category, and no books written by your author in Assignment 1 can be used.  Reading a variety of books will help you become familiar with books that may be available in your library. 

Part I: Reading 

You must choose the indicated number of books from the following categories:

Category I – 40 books

Five (5) books from each genre:

· Picture Books

· Poetry

· Folklore

· Fantasy/Science Fiction

· Realistic Fiction

· Historical Fiction

· Biographies

· Nonfiction

Category II – 30 books (all lists are available on the Library Services website)
Five (5) books from each of the following reading lists:

· Bluebonnet

· 2 x 2

· Lone Star

· Newbery

· Caldecott

· Name That Book (use list corresponding to your school assignment)

Category III – 20 books

Two (2) books to support each of the following themes:

· Divorce

· Personal Conflicts

· Handicaps

· Multicultural

· Loss of any kind, including death

· Environmental responsibility

· Gender stereotypes challenged

· Homelessness

· Immigration

· Family relationships
Category IV – 10 books

Two (2) books to support each of the following curriculum areas.

· Language Arts

· Writing

· Math

· Science

· Social Studies

Part II: Reviewing

The book reviews must be in a binder that is organized and tabbed according to the categories in Part I.  For every book read in Part I, you must prepare a book review that includes the following:

· Title

· Author

· Illustrator

· Publisher

· Copyright

· Number of Pages

· Target Population (grade level)

· Summary/Synopsis (50-150 words, depending on the complexity of the book)

· Critical comments for using this book (reader’s advisor; correlation to curriculum)

Part III: Reflecting

Present a 10 minute thematic book talk.  You should use some of the books you’ve read or been exposed to in our program this summer.  
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BOOK EVALUATIONS

EVALUATING CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Text:

Fiction

· Good Story?

· Did you like it?

· Is it lively, moving, funny, or surprising?

· Are the characters developed and imaginable?

· What is the theme?

· Is the theme well-developed and action oriented?

· Are the illustrations engaging drawing the reader in to the printed page?

Nonfiction

· Are the ideas in the text in a logical order?  Does the sequence make sense?

· Are the terms ones that children can understand?  Are terms defined in the text and examples given of difficult concepts? 

· Is the writing direct and to the point?

Fiction and Nonfiction

· Is the book appropriate for a child?  Is it interesting?  Would a child like it?  

· What age is appropriate?

· Does the book include any stereotypes?  Are the people in the book described and portrayed accurately?

· Is the language correct and appropriate?  If this book is read by an adult can a child understand its concepts?

Illustrations:

Fiction

· Do the illustrations establish the mood of the text, enhance the characters and the setting of the story?

· Do the illustrations encourage children to discover new ideas?

Nonfiction

· Do the illustrations add to the information in the book?

· Do the illustrations contribute to the understanding of the book?

Fiction and Nonfiction

· Do the illustrations help or hinder the text?

· Is the composition between illustrations and text balanced?

Format:

Fiction and Nonfiction

· Is the size of the book appropriate for the audience that will use it?

· Are the dust jacket, cover and endpapers engaging for young readers?  Does it say "READ ME"!

· Are the design elements (paper, type, etc.) attractive for the readers age group?

· Does the title page engage the reader?  Does it make the reader want to turn the page?

EVALUATING POETRY

· Can a child understand the poems? Can they be understood with the help of an adult if not individually?

· Does the poem bring about any emotional response? (Happiness, sadness, memories of the past....)

· Does the poem create any images of sight, touch, smell, taste?

· Does the poem encourage the reader to play with language? (echoes, rhythm etc.)

· Does the rhythm of the poem reinforce and add to the meaning?

EVALUATING FOLKLORE

Language
· Does it carry on the flavor of the oral form of the tale? (Most tales and folklore were told orally...does it retain that although it's in printed form in a book?)

· Does it have a natural rhythm and lilt to the language?

· Does it reflect and honor the early tellings?

· Does it have natural language that adds to the image of the story?  No controlled vocabulary or diluted language?

Illustrations

· Do the illustrations complement and add to the text?
· Do they carry on and portray the traditional character as he/she should be displayed?
· Do they enhance the cultural heritage of the tale?  The idea is to add to not detract from.
EVALUATING FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION

Fantasy

· Is the fantasy world believable within the context of the story as it is written?

· Are there original and imaginative components to the story?

· Are the fantasy elements logically integrated and woven into the story?

· How does the magic work in the story?  Is it consistent?  Is it believable within the context of the story?

· Can you visualize the setting?  Is it well-established?  Is it believable?

· Do the characters seem real?

· Does the motivation behind the action of the characters make sense within the context of the story?

Science Fiction

· Are the characters believable and recognizable beings with strong emotions?

· Can the reader identify with the characters?  Do they possess qualities that are admirable by the reading audience?

· Does the author use know facts to give the story a realistic balance?

· Does the story begin with established scientific, natural and social laws?

· Is the setting clearly described in the text? Can you conjure up a mental picture of the setting?

· Is the plot logical and tightly woven?

· Is the theme memorable?  Will you remember the theme of this book two years from now?

· Is the hypothetical situation within the story consistent?

EVALUATING REALISTIC FICTION

Characters

· Do the characters in the story act like real people or real animals?  Are the characters believable?

· How is the emotional content of the story?  Can the reader identify with the characters emotional component?  Are the characters emotions authentic and genuine?

· Do the characters change and develop over the time frame of the story?

· Through circumstances and emotions are the characters different at the end of the story than in the beginning?

· Are the characters developed?  Do they have personality and dimension or are they flat?  Does the author avoid stereotyping the characters?  Are the characters themselves in the story?  Do they have their own personality or are they merely part of a group?

Setting

· Do the events of the story happen in a place that could really exist, at least in the world of the book?
· Is the setting mentally appealing?  Can you visualize the setting when you close your eyes and think about the picture the author paints of the setting?  Would you recognize the place if you saw it for yourself?
Plot

· Could the events happen in the real world?  Are they believable?  Could they really exist?

· Are the problems presented in the story real-like situations?  Can the reader relate to the problems of the characters?  Are the problems solved in realistic ways?  Is the solution believable?

· Does the plot respect cultural values?

· Can the intended reading audience understand the structure of the plot?

· Does the plot move toward resolution in a timely manner or is it slow?

· Will the reader be engaged enough in the text to get to the resolution of the problem that is presented in the book?

Theme

· Does the author make a clear statement about the theme?

· Is there a memorable moment, an uplifting situation that makes the theme one that you will remember?

· Can you relate to the theme?  Does the theme of the book strike a chord in your own life?  Can you associate the book to your own life?

· Does the theme represent cultural diversity realistically?

EVALUATING HISTORICAL FICTION

Historical Accuracy

· Does the story include historical facts but not limited by them?

· Are the events believable based on general historical fact and evidence?

· Do the characters in the story reflect the ideas and beliefs of the time period?

· Are the social issues portrayed in the book dealt with honestly?  Do they condone racism and sexism?

Setting

· Does the text describe a vivid realistic setting for the historical time period?

· Is the setting consistent with historical and geographical evidence of the time period?

· Do the characters fit into the setting?  Are the events believable when they are based with historical fact?

Language

· Does the dialogue and language fit the time period?

· Do the words that the author uses in the text reflect the culture of the time period?

Characterization

· Do the characters accurately represent people of the historical time period?

· Do the feelings and the emotions of the characters reflect the time period?

· Do the characters believe and behave according to the standards of the time period in which they lived?

Plot and Theme

· Is the plot believable within the parameters of the time period?

· Is the story engaging enough to hold the readers' interest?

· Does the theme have universal appeal or is it appealing only to a specific audience?

·  Are the events in the story true and believable within the time period?

Illustrations

· Are the illustrations historically accurate?

· Do the illustrations enhance and add to the story?

· Do the illustrations add to the understanding of the plot, setting and characters of the text?

EVALUATING BIOGRAPHIES

Accuracy

· Does the biographer stick to the facts or is the book embellished with thoughts that are not factual?

· Is the portrayal of the subject supported by the person's own writings, speeches, essays and letters?

· Are the dates, names and other information accurate according to a reliable reference source?

Social Details-Setting and Plot

· Are the facts and storyline integrated?  Do they compliment each other?

· Are there meaningful connections between the social climate of the day and the subject's accomplishments?

· Is the social climate portrayed in the story realistically?  Is it believable?

· Does the plot of the story revolve around an authentic event?

Portrayal of the Subject

· Is the subject's character well-developed?

· Does the author avoid stereotypes in the text of the story?

· Is the subject's life worthy of a biography?  What are the things about his or her life that make them a good candidate for a biography?

· Does the author adequately portray the subject showing his/her strengths as well as their weaknesses?

· Are the external people in the story well-developed and believable?  Do they present the time period in which they lived?

Style

· Is the writing style understandable and engaging?  Does the story make you want to get to the end of the book to see how the story resolves itself?

· Are complex or hard to understand topics dealt with adequately without trying to water them down?

Theme

· Is there an underlying theme in the biography?

· Does the writer make the subject's life memorable?

Illustrations

· Do the illustrations enrich the details of the subject's life?

· Do the illustrations help the reader visualize the time and place connected with the subject's life?

· Do the illustrations portray authentic scenes?  Are they believable?  Would you recognize them if you saw them for yourself?

EVALUATING NONFICTION

Integrity

· Does the author identify a clear point of view?

· Does the author have a personal investment in the subject?

· Does the author impose a questioning attitude?

· Does the author reveal sources of his/her research?

Distinguishing Fact from Theory

· Does the author establish a line between fact and theory?

· Does the author qualify information that is not proven fact?

Presenting Balanced Viewpoints

· Does the author acknowledge other points of view?

· Does the author discuss other points of view-strengths and weaknesses?

Supporting Generalization

· Does the author back up generalizations with proven fact?

· Does the author document facts and sources for his/her readers?

Author's Expertise and Sources

· Does the author have credentials as an authority in the area in which he is writing?

· Does the author acknowledge expert advisers in the field of study he/she is writing about?

Style

· Does the tone of the writing reveal the significance of the subject?

· Does the author select telling details for his/her text?

· Does the author make the reader care about the subject?  Did you feel differently about the subject after you read the book?

Presentation of Content

· Is the book well-organize?

· Is it easy to find information?

Organization

· Are the divisions in the content easy to follow?

· Does the book have useful features, such as, but not limited to index, table of contents, bibliography?

· Does the book have a clear order or structure?

Comprehensibility  (Can you understand it?)

· Can the intended audience understand the text as the author intended it to be understood?

· Is the information presented in a clear, concise and simple manner?

Layout

· Does the book have an appealing layout and design?  Does it make you want to open the book and find out more information?

· Do the photographs, diagrams graphics and other visuals extend and enhance the information contained in the book?
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